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Notice Inviting Expressions of Interest:
Funded places for Cardiff University School of Pharmacy & Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Introduction to Research Methods for Healthcare Professionals Module 
Overview
As part of the Pharmacy Research Wales: 5 year Strategic Plan [www.pharmacyresearch.wales] PRW have negotiated HEIW funded places on the 2024/25 Cardiff School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences Introduction to Research Methods for Healthcare Professionals module [See Appendix 1 for module details]. In this regard, PRW would like to invite expressions of interest [EoI] from eligible pharmacy practitioners by 11th November 2024 [See Appendix 2 for EoI application form]. HEIW will inform successful candidates of funded places by 18th November 2024 and individuals will then be expected to complete their full application to Cardiff University by 9th December 2024.

Background
Over the last five years PRW have facilitated implementation of the 17 recommendations from Pharmacy Research Wales: 5 year Strategic Plan [2015-2020] which had four themes: culture; workforce; knowledge sharing and research priorities. This EoI provides an opportunity to develop our practice research workforce from the ground up: building practitioner confidence, knowledge and skills together with sustainable academic partnerships. More recently the RPS has offered a framework for career development which encompasses research as one of the 5 Domains of practice. This course will help build the foundations of research and evidence for portfolio development. This initiative is looking to support individuals demonstrating enquiring minds, critical thinking and self-motivation together with an interest in actively exploring a research area [using either research or robust service evaluation methodologies] which align with local and National priorities, enabling the “Pharmacy: Delivering a Healthier Wales” vision and RPS credentialing.

Schedule
	[bookmark: _Hlk176775536]
	Drop-in information on-line sessions on
	14th October 2024 @ 12-1pm [join here]

	
	
	14th October 2024 @ 7-8pm [join here]

	
	Submit EoI to PRW by
	11th November 2024

	
	HEIW to inform successful individuals by
	18th November 2024

	
	Individuals to apply to CSPPS by
	9th December 2024

	
	Start course on
	January 2025 – third week [TBC]
Further details provided by mid October



Further information
Please note that this is a 20-credit University course, which equates to approximately 200 hours. You are expected to attend all 4 teaching days (2 virtual; 2 face-to-face), and to be engaging with self-directed reading activities for an average of 6-8 hours per week, for the duration of the course.
The School of Pharmacy are holding online drop-in sessions on Microsoft Teams for interested practitioners on Monday 14th October at 12 noon and 7pm, please come along via the meeting links to ask any questions you may have before applying to the course.

Appendix 1
Details of Course
	Module PHT194 – Introduction to Research Methods for Healthcare Professionals

This Cardiff School of Pharmacy & Pharmaceutical Sciences module is being offered as a stand-alone professional development opportunity. It provides an overview of research methods and ethical requirements in clinical and healthcare practice research, as well as step-by-step support through the process of designing a research protocol. 


	Eligibility for HEIW funded places

This is a level 7 (master’s level) module. Applicants must be employed in Wales to qualify for an HEIW funded place, be a GPhC registered pharmacist or technician and either hold a first degree or have an appropriate level of professional experience to be able to successfully complete the module. 


	Format

A series of 4 study blocks will be delivered either face-to-face in a location in South Wales or virtually via Microsoft Teams. There will be a combination of online and offline activities, delivered to the whole cohort and then in smaller tutorial groups with an assigned academic tutor. There will also be an additional ~170 hours of directed learning and self-directed study (to include background reading and completion of the written assessment).  

The schedule of regular study blocks aims to provide sufficient time for independent study and reflection between learning and guide participants through the process of research design.


	Dates

Dates to be confirmed and will be shared at the drop-in session/disseminated end Oct. Course expected to start late January and continue to late May 2025


	Method of Assessment

A range of formative assessments will be integrated throughout the study blocks and activities of the portfolio. Summative assessments will comprise of a portfolio, which will allow the student to demonstrate their understanding of principles of research for healthcare professionals and a summative assignment, which will allow the students to select a researchable topic, identify an appropriate and achievable aim and to select and defend a research method.  


	Credits

This is a 20 credit module, which equates to approximately 200 hours.


	For further details please contact:


	EoI or funding: 
Dr Sarah Hiom
Sarah.hiom@wales.nhs.uk
02920 748130

	Introduction to Research Methods for Healthcare Professionals module details: 
Dr Efi Mantzourani
Mantzouranie1@cardiff.ac.uk
02920 870452



Appendix 2
Expression of Interest Application Form
Applicant’s details:
	Proposed Programme of Study:  Module PHT194 – Introduction to Research Methods for Healthcare Professionals	

Cardiff University Academic School: School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences

Applicant’s name [Block capitals]

Home:
	Address
	Postcode
Work:
	Address
	Postcode


	Area of Research or Service Evaluation Interest:
Brief bullet point description [max 50 words]








	How this area aligns with “Pharmacy: Delivering a Healthier Wales”:
Brief bullet point description [max 50 words]





	Current intentions to develop your research or service evaluation idea:
E.g., intentions to complete the research project? This could be through for example a Health and Care Research Wales Personal Award, an UG project with CSPPS/Swansea or other HEI’s or an MSc conversion.
Brief bullet point description [max 50 words]






	I agree to engage in this Cardiff University School of Pharmaceutical Sciences’ Introduction to Research Methods for Healthcare Professionals module and complete the course to the best of my ability.

Signature

Name

Date




Statement of line manager support or self-employed commitment:
[bookmark: _Hlk176786377]If employed please fill in Section A below: line Manager’s Statement of Support for the application
OR
[bookmark: _Hlk176786389]If independent contractor or self-employed please fill in Section B below: Applicant’s Statement

[bookmark: _Hlk176786526]Section A: Line Manager’s Statement of Support for the application
Please provide a brief report about the applicant’s ability to pursue the Cardiff University School of Pharmaceutical Sciences’ Introduction to Research Methods for Healthcare Professionals module. Please confirm you understand the commitment required and ability to release accordingly.

	Your knowledge of the applicant:
Length of time in employment with you and their role






	Local Supervisor:
[bookmark: _GoBack]If a Health Board employee, please identify a local supervisor who is able to advise and support the individual with any practice issues and work with the identified academic supervisor to ensure the protocol is suitable for local implementation.
Name and role within the department:



	I understand that the Introduction to Research Methods for Healthcare Professionals module is a Master’s level 7 module and I am confident that the applicant has the academic capability and/or professional experience to benefit from academic study at this level.

	⎕

	The applicant conducts their professional role in English and Welsh, (delete as appropriate), covering the full range of required competences (reading, writing, listening and speaking), to a standard appropriate for Master’s level study.

	⎕

	I confirm, in good faith, to the ability to release the applicant for the minimum required time to complete the course.

	⎕


	I support this individual in their application for an HEIW-funded place on the Cardiff University School of Pharmaceutical Sciences’ Introduction to Research Methods for Healthcare Professionals module and future intentions to develop this research area within the department.

Signature

Name

Date




OR


Section B: Applicant Statement
Please provide a statement of suitability for the Cardiff University School of Pharmaceutical Sciences’ Introduction to Research Methods for Healthcare Professionals module. Please confirm you understand the commitment required and ability to attend accordingly
	Overview of role:
length of time in employment and role






	Local Supervisor:
If possible, please identify a local supervisor who is able to advise and support with any practice issues and work with the identified academic supervisor to ensure the protocol is suitable for local implementation. This is not essential for community pharmacy applications but is desirable. Please discuss with module leads where necessary.
Name and role of supervisor – if applicable



	I understand that the Introduction to Research Methods for Healthcare Professionals module is a Master’s level 7 module and that I have the academic capability and/or professional experience to benefit from academic study at this level.

	⎕

	I conduct my professional role in English and Welsh, (delete as appropriate), covering the full range of required competences (reading, writing, listening and speaking), to a standard appropriate for Master’s level study.

	⎕

	I confirm, in good faith, I am able to commit to the minimum time required to complete the course

	⎕


	I confirm I am applying for an HEIW-funded place on the Cardiff University School of Pharmaceutical Sciences’ Introduction to Research Methods for Healthcare Professionals module and have intentions to develop this research area.

Signature

Name

Date




Please return the EoI application form to PRW by 11/11/24

c/o
Dr Sarah Hiom. 
SMPU, 20 Fieldway, Llanishen. CF14 4HY
Sarah.hiom@wales.nhs.uk

Cc Debra.Roberts4@wales.nhs.uk
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