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30 June 2023

FAO:	Optometrists, Dispensing Opticians and Optometry Practice Managers in Wales

Dear Colleagues,

Addition to EHEW and LVSW manuals to support certification of vision impairment in primary care

The Welsh Government has published a Welsh Health Circular that enables optometrists in Wales with dual EHEW and LVSW accreditation to perform certification of vision impairment in primary care optometry for patients with bilateral dry age-related macular degeneration who meet the eligibility criteria.

We expect an immediate increase in the number of people accessing certification and the important related support registration brings.  We also expect to see a reduction in referrals to hospital eye services which will free up vital appointment slots for other people whose eye conditions need to be seen in this setting.

The certification of vision impairment in primary care is backed by research performed by Cardiff University and funded by Sight Cymru (Agreement between ophthalmologists and optometrists in the certification of vision impairment | Eye (nature.com). This showed comparable agreement between consultant ophthalmologists and LVSW optometrists in the identification of certification eligibility criteria for people with vision impairment and provided evidence to support policy change.

The introduction of certification of vision impairment in primary care has been driven by the Welsh Government’s optometry contract reform programme that will see the range of NHS-funded eye care services provided by optometrists and dispensing opticians in Wales increased, with each member of the practice team collaborating to work at the top of their respective clinical licence.

The EHEW and LVSW manuals have been amended accordingly and are published here; Professionals - NHS Wales with full details of the clinical pathway, instructions for claiming fees and a list of frequently asked questions from our recent launch webinars.  Please share these with your practice team.

If you have a query that is not addressed in the manuals, payment instructions or FAQs please email us at GOSWClinical.Lead@wales.nhs.uk.

With best wishes,
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Arweinydd Clinigol Cenedlaethol GOCC / National GOSW Clinical Lead
Gwasanaethau Gofal Sylfaenol / Primary Care Services
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