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Guidance For Providers / Prescribers

Please see the national WGOS5 IPOS Urgent pathway for general pathway details. https://www.nhs.wales/sa/eye-care-wales/eye-care-docs/wgos-5-ipos-urgent-manual-pdf/

Local Arrangements Referenced in the Service Pathway Document
1.4 – The Powys Teaching Health Board formulary can be found at https://powformulary.wales.nhs.uk/ .  Any GREEN medications can be prescribed by independent prescribing optometrists.  Generic formulations should be prescribed where possible.
1.6 – Please follow PTHB policy on safe storage of prescription pads – Further info & link to follow
2.6.2 – There shall be no minimum availability requirements for the service.  The health board require practices to share their usual service hours and, to the best of their ability, offer service within these times.
5.2 – Referrals should be made between optometry practices using the usual EHEW / WGOS paperwork.  Referrals should be discussed with the IPOS practice before they are sent, as described in the pathway documentation.
5.7 – Details of IP optometrists and their availability will be published on the Eye Care Wales website.

Local Arrangements Clarification
Providers – Rotas & Service Hours
There will be no requirement for a rota for service provision in Powys
Please share the hours in which you routinely provide IPOS with the Health Board, and update these with us should they change
Please share your service hours with local optometry practices, and alert them should service hours unexpectedly change for any reason (e.g. call them in the morning if the optometrist is not in)
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