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Optometrists to certify vision impairment for the first time

For the first time in the UK, people with vision impairment will access certification of vision impairment in primary care optometry.  Optometrists with relevant qualifications working in Wales can now complete certificates of vision impairment for people with bilateral dry age-related macular degeneration.

Rebecca Bartlett, National Clinical Lead for Wales General Ophthalmic Services said, "We are thrilled that this NHS Wales service is now live.  We expect an immediate increase in the number of people accessing certification and the important related support registration brings.  We also expect to see a reduction in referrals to hospital eye services which will free up vital appointment slots for other people whose eye conditions need to be seen in this setting’’. 

‘The certification of vision impairment in primary care is backed by research performed by Cardiff University and funded by Sight Cymru (Agreement between ophthalmologists and optometrists in the certification of vision impairment | Eye (nature.com). This showed comparable agreement between consultant ophthalmologists and LVSW optometrists in the identification of certification eligibility criteria for people with vision impairment and provided evidence to support policy change’.

"The introduction of certification of vision impairment in primary care has been driven by the Welsh Government’s optometry contract reform programme that will see the range of NHS-funded eye care services provided by optometrists and dispensing opticians in Wales increased, with each member of the practice team collaborating to work at the top of their respective clinical licence."

Owen Williams, Director of Wales Council for the Blind said, "We are delighted that Certificates of Vision Impairment can now be issued on the high street for patients with bi-lateral dry AMD. The certificate is a crucial document that opens the door to additional support, welfare benefits, financial concessions and services in social care, the third sector, and elsewhere. By avoiding hospital delays, support of this kind can now be delivered more quickly, helping the patient maintain their independence and avoid the downward spiral into vulnerability, debt, and dependency’’.
"WCB are keen to see more hospital eye services delivered in primary care optometry practices where it is safe to do so, providing patients with a convenient and timely alternative to hospital-based services." 

Optometrists in Wales can find out more about participating in the services at www.eyecare.wales.nhs.uk

########################### ENDS ###########################

Notes to Editor:

NHS Wales is the public funded National Health Service of Wales providing healthcare to some 3 million people who live in the country.  The Welsh Government sets the Health Care strategy and NHS in Wales delivers that strategy and services via the seven Local Health Boards, three NHS Trusts and two Special Health Authorities. The NHS has a key principle which is that - Good healthcare should be available to all.

NHS Wales Shared Services Partnership is an independent mutual organisation, owned and directed by NHS Wales. It provides a range of high quality, customer-focused professional, technical and administrative services on behalf of all Health Boards and Trusts in NHS Wales.

Wales Council of the Blind is the umbrella agency representing vision impairment within Wales. It works to campaign, lobby and support the improvement of services for people with sight loss.

Sight Cymru is an independent Welsh charity, formerly known as Sight Support, that was established in 1865. The charity prides itself on being the only entirely Welsh sight loss agency that provides services throughout Wales.
They aim to; Help people with sight loss in Wales, prevent unnecessary sight loss, support Welsh authorities and health boards in providing excellent rehabilitation services, train professionals, carers, service users, friends and family and provide advice to develop the eye-care sector throughout Wales. 

Cardiff University is located in the heart of the Welsh capital, Cardiff University is the biggest university in Wales and the 10th largest in the UK. It’s part of the elite Russell Group of universities, and has a global reputation for excellence across a wide range of academic disciplines. Research at Cardiff was ranked fifth for quality and second for impact among UK universities in the most recent Research Excellence Framework.

Reference:
Bartlett, R., Jones, H., Williams, G. et al. Agreement between ophthalmologists and optometrists in the certification of vision impairment. Eye 35, 433–440 (2021). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41433-020-0860-x 

For more information:
Please email Rebecca Bartlett at GOSWClinical.Lead@wales.nhs.uk 
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